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situation near Jesus on his cross! cries out the devout Cardinal Berulle.
This is a new order of souls which consists in the spirit, in the interior,
and is invisible to men, but visible and glorious to the eyes of God and
the angels. An order of souls crucified with Jesus and through Jesus,
which takes its birth from his cross. The order, at the same time, both
of the cross and of heaven; the order and school of love by the martyrdom
of the heart; which by learning to die to the world and inordinate self-
love, lives to God and his pure love. This happiness we attain to, by
being united in spirit to Jesus crucified, as Magdalen was at the foot of
his cross. She suffered by love what he suffered in his body by the hands
of the Jews. The same cross crucified Jesus and Magdalen in him and
with him. The thorns pierced her heart with his head; and her soul was
bathed in all his sorrows; but the crucifixion was in both a martyrdom of
love; and that love which triumphed over Jesus by making him die on
the cross, crucified her heart to all inordinate love of creatures, thence-
forward to reign and triumph alone in all her affections, so that she could
say in a twofold sense, " My love is crucified." Mary Magdalen forsook
not her Redeemer after his death, but remained by his sacred body, was
present at its interment, left it only to obey the law of observing the
festival, and having rested on the Sabbath from sunset on Friday to
sunset on Saturday, as soon as the festival was over, went to buy spices
in order to embalm our Lord's body. Having made all things ready, in
company with other devout women, she set out very early the next morning
with the spices, before it was light, and arrived at the sepulchre just when
the sun was risen.1 As they went they were anxious how they should get
the heavy stone which shut up the door of the monument, taken away;
but upon their arrival found it removed to their hands. The pious women
looked into the sepulchre, and finding the body not there, Mary Magdalen
ran to inform Peter and the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and said to
them, " They have taken away the Lord out of the sepulchre, and I know
not where they have laid him." SS. Peter and John, the two most fervent
in love among the apostles, ran immediately to the sepulchre, and were
there assured by the holy women who were at the door of the monument
that going in they had seen two angels clad in white shining apparel, and
that one of them who sat at the right hand of the place where the body
had laid, bid them not to fear, but to acquaint the apostles that Jesus
was risen, showing them at the same time where his body had been laid.
Peter and John, having narrowly viewed the sepulchre, doubted no longer
of what was told them, and in great astonishment returned to Jerusalem
to the other disciples. Mary Magdalen, who had brought them to the
sepulchre of her Lord, made the throne of divine love, would not return
with them or be drawn from the sacred place where the true ark of the

1 Mark xvi. a ; Luke xxiv. i; John xx. i.